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female elephant, a typical incident in the animal
world. Hunters, to capture her, set fire to the
jungle. The anxious mother tried to save her
little ones from the approaching fire. Constantly
drawing water into her trunk, she threw it over
the baby elephants; she covered them with her
own body and uttered cries of despair when her
efforts became futile.

Seeley, Cuvier, Lacepede, and Valenciennes
found similar virtues among the fish. The chromis,
nicknamed paterfamilias, shelters the fertilised
eggs in his jaws. Among the amphibia and the
reptiles, if the female is the guardian of the eggs,
the male is their defender. As for birds, Toussenel
affirms, they have the sentiment of family and
paternity more strongly implanted than has even
man. Two species of paroquets do not survive
their husbands. Who of us has not witnessed
the heart-rending sorrow which seizes upon turtle-
doves that have lost their mates?

Monogamy, so much admired among men, and
so rarely practised, is found far more frequently
among the animals. Darwin affirms that he has
never observed cases of polygamy among the
rodents or the insectivora. Even the common
rats, whose reputation is so bad, have, according
to many naturalists, only one companion. And